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§ 4280.157 Determination of loss and 
payment. 

Loss and payments will be deter-
mined in accordance with § 4287.158 of 
this chapter. 

§ 4280.158 Future recovery. 
Future recoveries will be conducted 

in accordance with § 4287.169 of this 
chapter. 

§ 4280.159 Bankruptcy. 
Bankruptcies will be handled in ac-

cordance with § 4287.170 of this chapter, 
except that the notification required 
under § 4287.170(b)(4) of this chapter 
shall be made in writing. 

§ 4280.160 Termination of guarantee. 
Guarantees will be terminated in ac-

cordance with § 4287.180 of this chapter. 

SECTION C. DIRECT LOANS 

§ 4280.161 Direct Loan Process. 
(a) The Agency will determine each 

year whether or not direct loan funds 
are available. For each year in which 
direct loan funds are available, the 
Agency will publish a Notice of Funds 
Availability (NOFA) in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER. 

(b) In each direct loan NOFA, the 
Agency will identify the following: 

(1) The amount of funds available for 
direct loans; 

(2) Applicant and project eligibility 
criteria; 

(3) Minimum and maximum loan 
amounts; 

(4) Interest rates; 
(5) Terms of loan; 
(6) Application and documentation 

requirements; 
(7) Evaluation of applications; 
(8) Actions required of the applicant/ 

borrower (e.g., appraisals, land and 
property acquisition); 

(9) Insurance requirements; 
(10) Laws that contain other compli-

ance requirements; 
(11) Construction planning and per-

forming development; 
(12) Requirements after project con-

struction; 
(13) Letter of Conditions, loan agree-

ment, and loan closing process; 
(14) Processing and servicing of direct 

loans by the Agency; and 

(15) Any applicable definitions. 

§ 4280.162–4280.192 [Reserved] 

SECTION D. COMBINED FUNDING 

§ 4280.193 Combined funding. 
The requirements for a project for 

which an applicant is seeking a com-
bined grant and guaranteed loan are 
defined as follows: 

(a) Eligibility. Applicants must meet 
the applicant eligibility requirements 
specified in § 4280.107 and the borrower 
eligibility requirements specified in 
§ 4280.121. Projects must meet the 
project eligibility requirements speci-
fied in §§ 4280.108 and 4280.122. Appli-
cants may submit simplified applica-
tions if the project meets the require-
ments specified in § 4280.109. 

(b) Funding. Funding provided under 
this section is subject to the limits de-
scribed in paragraphs (b)(1) through (3) 
of this section. 

(1) The amount of any combined 
grant and guaranteed loan must not 
exceed 50 percent of total eligible 
project costs. For purposes of combined 
funding requests, total eligible project 
costs are based on the total costs asso-
ciated with those items specified in 
§§ 4280.110(c) and 4280.123(e). The appli-
cant must provide the remaining total 
funds needed to complete the project. 

(2) Third-party, in-kind contributions 
will be limited to 10 percent of the 
matching fund requirement of any fi-
nancial assistance provided to the ap-
plicant. 

(3) The minimum combined funding 
request allowed is $5,000, with the grant 
portion of the funding request being at 
least $1,500. 

(c) Application and documentation. 
When applying for combined funding, 
the applicant must submit separate ap-
plications for both types of assistance 
(grant and guaranteed loan). Each ap-
plication must meet the requirements, 
including the requisite forms and cer-
tifications, specified in §§ 4280.111 and 
4280.128. The separate applications 
must be submitted simultaneously. 
The applicant must submit at least one 
set of documentation, but does not 
need to submit duplicate forms or cer-
tifications. 

(d) Evaluation. The Agency will 
evaluate each application according to 
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applicable procedures specified in 
§§ 4280.112 and 4280.129. 

(e) Interest rate and terms of loan. The 
interest rate and terms of the loan for 
the loan portion of the combined fund-
ing request will be determined based on 
the procedures specified in §§ 4280.124 
and 4280.125 for guaranteed loans. 

(f) Other provisions. In addition to the 
requirements specified in paragraphs 
(a) through (e) of this section, the com-
bined funding request shall be subject 
to the other requirements specified in 
this subpart, including, but not limited 
to, processing and servicing require-
ments, as applicable, as described in 
paragraphs (f)(1) and (2) of this section. 

(1) All other provisions of Section A 
of this subpart shall apply to the grant 
portion of the combined funding re-
quest. 

(2) All other provisions of Section B 
of this subpart shall apply to the guar-
anteed loan portion of the combined 
funding request. 

§§ 4280.194–4280.199 [Reserved] 

§ 4280.200 OMB control number. 
The information collection require-

ments contained in the regulation have 
been approved by the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget (OMB) and have been 
assigned OMB control number 0570– 
0050. A person is not required to re-
spond to a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid 
OMB control number. 

APPENDIX A TO PART 4280— 

TECHNICAL REPORTS FOR PROJECTS WITH 
TOTAL ELIGIBLE PROJECT COSTS OF $200,000 
OR LESS 

The Technical Report for projects with 
total eligible project costs of $200,000 or less 
must demonstrate that the project design, 
procurement, installation, startup, oper-
ation, and maintenance of the renewable en-
ergy system or energy efficiency improve-
ment will operate or perform as specified 
over its design life in a reliable and a cost- 
effective manner. The Technical Report 
must also identify all necessary project 
agreements, demonstrate that those agree-
ments will be in place, and that necessary 
project equipment and services are available 
over the design life. 

All technical information provided must 
follow the format specified in Sections 1 
through 10 of this appendix. Supporting in-
formation may be submitted in other for-

mats. Design drawings and process flow-
charts are encouraged as exhibits. A discus-
sion of each topic is not necessary if the 
topic is not applicable to the specific project. 
Questions identified in the Agency’s tech-
nical review of the project must be answered 
to the Agency’s satisfaction before the appli-
cation will be approved. The applicant must 
submit the original technical report plus one 
copy to the Rural Development State Office. 
Depending on the level of engineering re-
quired for the specific project or if necessary 
to ensure public safety, the services of a li-
censed professional engineer or a team of li-
censed professional engineers may be re-
quired. 

SECTION 1. BIOENERGY 

The technical requirements specified in 
this section apply to bioenergy projects, 
which are, as defined in § 4280.103, renewable 
energy systems that produce fuel, thermal 
energy, or electric power from a biomass 
source, other than an anaerobic digester 
project. 

(a) Qualifications of key project service pro-
viders. List all key project service providers. 
If one or more licensed professionals are in-
volved in the project, provide the credentials 
for each professional. 

(b) Agreements, permits, and certifications. (1) 
Identify all necessary agreements and per-
mits required for the project and the status 
and schedule for securing those agreements 
and permits. 

(2) For systems planning to interconnect 
with a utility, describe the utility’s system 
interconnection requirements, power pur-
chase arrangements, or licenses where re-
quired and the anticipated schedule for 
meeting those requirements and obtaining 
those agreements. This is required even if 
the system is installed on the customer side 
of the utility meter. For systems planning to 
utilize a local net metering program as their 
interconnection agreement, describe the ap-
plicable local net metering program. 

(3) Identify all environmental issues, in-
cluding any compliance issues associated 
with or expected as a result of the project on 
Form RD 1940–20, ‘‘Request for Environ-
mental Information,’’ and in compliance 
with 7 CFR part 1940, subpart G, of this title. 

(c) Resource assessment. Provide adequate 
and appropriate evidence of the availability 
of the renewable resource required for the 
system to operate as designed. Indicate the 
type, quantity, quality, and seasonality of 
the biomass resource, including harvest and 
storage, where applicable. Where applicable, 
indicate shipping or receiving method and 
required infrastructure for shipping. For pro-
posed projects with an established resource, 
provide a summary of the resource. 

(d) Design and engineering. Applicants must 
submit a statement certifying that their 
project will be designed and engineered so as 
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